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ATTACHED IS THE REPORT OF TRIP TO
WEST CHESTER, OHIO.
INCLOSURE 2 CONTAINS PICTURES OF
THE EXCAVATION OP1WJ10M. NJT1
COMMENT ON THE BACK OF EACH PICTURE,

DO
,.a CARL
COR, USA TEJCH ESC CEN 1 JUN 76



CM

DEPAMMEHT OF TEE A&ff
Technical Escort '

Aberdeen Proving Ground*

24 May 1976

to

o£th.roblem sod

Lttd Fin Incident

1633 hours, 6 toy 1976, LIC Ryder, Dirtowr
DA, twked the U5A Teclmic.lE.cort Center

OrdMace Disposal AssesSMAt
for th. purpose •f.^^ ̂  "£*la pUnning wtions to alleviate the problem.

laforaation. R>Uoirta« an industrial chetdc.1 fire in
ares, Ohio PA officials learned the «•'*£• g^SS

o t t « i car iwolved w«r« to be di.po.ed at the land fill ^"tion
Svolled^n thi. incident. Ohio ffA officials, upon leaning of this
lndu.trul ch«dLc^ dispO.U fit., irent to it for the purpoj. of con-

r r
qualified assis-L OX<E1C1*4B Witnatow **w« •—•» ——— ——— ^ TMVBA

___ ___ be "bSlned. Th. request for assistance was n»d. to USEPA
to DA who tasked tJSATEC to provide assistance.

3. Itinerary.
9 May 76 - 0900 hrs, depart EWA, MD

1300 hrs, arrive West Chester, OH

12 May 76 - 1300 hrs, depart West Chester. OH
1743 hrt, arrive BHA, MD
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SAXZA-XB
24 May 1976

Kope^ibaal Report - Trip #19-76; Saapoaae to .the West Cheater,
s;*;s«tt2̂ */*wli.4—i î nd Fill Incident

. .. • • ,-. - \^y,'X^'.i:'-yS^\^",i:^!ii>, ..> i ••'.' .'.••.:•••. v'.;- •
V. ;•' ''-•̂ •••|̂ *̂ f?;̂ Giover,̂ 55-36-4707,'.tWAIBC..,.,-

! V -• :'WMeĴ 2ryt 316-3S-3773, TED,HAAP
> V--;;;r-.' f̂eiHtlScÎ ^!§:̂ :̂r:^̂ ^i ̂l.;m£:"v.̂ foTSatlrf *ahaf̂ 3r.a4-3P45,vftUpC iv^v-

•*

BAAfPHBR*1.* .*•-•.. .̂ r.-T-T̂ ' -••• - ~—'«»̂ .?̂ 3r.a4Ti3045, vftSAIB? ,:.-.v̂
•-r<>-..Vv-̂ 7̂ «»*AJi»«fcM̂.̂̂ f;::̂ .̂̂,;ilf̂ î ^̂ |̂̂ 5̂cinV 'Ŵ 52T:;55.98>';VSAIEC ;:
!*̂ -:-̂ :./.X̂ '4'-'rô ;j?̂ ^ ' '' •''••'.•'::-' "•''

a. Mr. In** Diffeabech, Region V EPA (Tederal)

b. Mr. CharUa V. Forathoff, Chief, Solid Watte Disposal office,.
State of Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.

c. Mr. Allan frank*» Ohio SPA Public Elation*

d. Sheriff Haltoa» Sheriff of Sutler County, OB
iiop/actiott*. A sequence of event* ia attached

of the important action* it presented belowt

a. MAJ Glover aad LT Henry ware briefed at 0900 hour*, 10 May 76,
by the Ohio EPA, USIPA, aad Butler County law enforcement official* on
activity at the tite. The chemical lagoon had been covered by teveral
feet of taad aad gravel aad domettic refute. At 1400 hours, MAJ Glover
aad LT Beary made an aerial reconnaissance of die aite in an Ohio State
National Guard helicopter. The reeoanaieiaaea showed that much at
the laad fill had been levelled aad a souad of gravel and refute tome
25-35 feet ia depth had been placed over the chemical lagoon.

b. After verification of qualification* of the USATBC team, a
search warrant WAS iaaued by the Sutler County Common Pleat Court.

c. At 1900 hrt, 10 May 76, a meeting wa* held with TOBPA official*,
MAJ Glover, Mr. Skinner and hit legal eountel present. Following thi*
meeting, MAJ Glover met with Mr. Sldaner aad hi* legal eountel to dia-
eutt the coaceatt of tfc« laad fill* It waa leaned that the chemical*
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SARIA-TE
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Trip #19-76; Response to the West Chester,

Ohio, Chemical Land Fill Incident

were not the toxic chemicals listed in the preliminary information but
were commercial chemicals used by the Public Health Service and had been
disposed of several years ago. Sons explosives had been disposed of on
the site by detonation or burning. A vsriety of industrial chemical
wastes had been disposed of on the site. A search warrant vas served
on the momiag of 11 Hay 76 by Botler County officials. Th* USATEC team
was taken to the area by the owner's eons. The entire land fill tree
was surveyed for any signs of toxic chemicals, military hardware, or
explosive devices. None were found. The Ohio SPA, US2PA, and e local
supporting contractor with a bulldocer and backhoe cans into the land
fill area. MS Chemical Alarms were set up at the upwind control point.
Equipment operators were provided and fitted with M9 Field Protective
Masks and instructed in their use and anergency procedures. The UlAUC
team provided continuous monitoring of the excavation operation for
military chemical or exploaive devices; none were detected. The chemical
lagoon was uncovered approximately 30 feet below the surface. CTA offi-
cials obtained samples of industrial chemicals which had been dumped in
the lagoon. The USATBC team continued to monitor the operation until
back-filling was accomplished.

7. Conclusion. No evidence of disposal of military chemical or explo-
aive items was detected at the site by this operation. Discussion with
the owner/operator of the land fill supports this conclusion.

a. The USA Technical Escort Center continue to be
priate headquarters to provide this type of assistance
goodwill relationship with the civilian community.

tasked by appro-
to maintain a t*

b. The USA Technical Escort Center continue to maintain their
expertise la the area of rendering assistance involving commercial
chemical accidents/incidents in civilian communities.

£

3 Incl
1. Sequence of Events
2. Photographs of the

Excavation Operation
3. Newspaper Releases

&JL
CARL V. GLOVER
MAJ, CmlC
Commanding
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Sequence of Slgtxlfleant Events:

1. 9 May 7b - 1500 hrs - arrived at Holiday Inn, Ohio Rt 4, near
Hamilton, Ohio. This 1* the location that EPA official! and USA
Technical Escort Center teama stayed throughout the incident.

2. 9 May 76 - 1800 hra - meeting with Mr. Diffenbaeh to be briefed on
the background and current •ituation.

3. 10 May 76 - 0900 hra - Mating with federal and State ETA official*
on tha course of actions.

4. 10 May 76 - 1530 bra - Search Warrant was obtained by Ohio EPA
lawyers to enter tha Skinner property at 0800 hrs, 11 May 76.

5. 10 May 76 - 1900-2340 hra - attended a. meeting with EPA officials,
representatives from Chem Dyae Corp, lawyers for the Skinner's
and the Skinner family.

6. 11 May 76 - 0$30 hrs - Sheriff Walton served the Search Warrant to
Mr. Skinner at the entrance to his landfill.

7. 11 May 76 - 0845-1045 hrs - USA Tech Escort Canter team, using nine
and chemical agent detectors, searched tha landfill for any potential
hazardous explosive or chemical materials.

8. 11 May 76 - 1115 hrs - E?A started excavation of tha burial pits.

9. 11 May 76 - 1115-1345 hrs - liquid sludge and drums uncovered. EPA
officials cook samples of tha sludge and drums.

10. 11 May 76 - 1545-1620 hrs - excavated pits recovered.

11. 11 May 76 - 1630 hrs - depart Skinner's landfill.

12. 12 May 76 - 0800-1100 hrs - claaned and serviced all USA Technical
Escort Center equipment and protective clothing.

13. 12 May 76 - 1300 hrs - departed West Chaster, Ohio.
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^ $,«peratlon* < ordered1 by : the.̂ '
• •' \-Bnv1fonmenltl \ Protection Aeeacy.,
jl^^ereundfruaytadayinanairemplV.!.: •"•; lo- learn *1»t ihaMv1 daneervttK

•• , -.inal«r«lsi tnteW be burled Trt*e-"
t| Skinner UndfiHjitear (Me coulheast
t'•'^HMv£f*C*flU1NV C90WttKttufi' • '
• •• S**rtltv Robert A'altM awl hb

caravan1 of
loMhe>ilump;aboul t

A.m. and $erve4 a warrant «or dw
. search on Albert Skinner, vimer,

••f....;' The group (nc^Nted EPA affietelt...,
; - i.and'fU*. A îrwiv iMMical jexpeite;̂ !

Co ----?: '3T7 :̂!.-?*i.
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ii::-lnct Ohio EPA.
.:i the area in question
.tN-d and survcj'ed by

Arwy experts and that the
:>r.ri;rr! ir.atc'ia! Sought is about 23
fcv.'^l""' the <vrfae*. He said the
r:«itcr:»l "i«:iy ^c in barrels."

About 73 jjcrsor.» including law
officers »r.d members of the nr»i
media fathered at the landfill scene
todav at operations began. The
_«pravv lir.j lar .dfill at West Chester is
off Cincinnati-Dayton Road running
back to Barren Road and is also
bounded by 1-73. News reporters
•were not permitted inside the land*
fill and their nearest vantait point
was the property of a neighbor. An
NBC man from Washington Mid he
was banned f ;%om the dump sit* upon
his arrival early this morning before
the investigating team reached the
area.

Forsthoff said the EPA in-
ve*tigati4n follou-s recent com-
plaint* mado by the Butler County
Health Department and Cly. of
Hamilton wsr possible disposing of
questionable materials at the
Skinner site.

The excavttion was delayed last
week after Skinner advised the
sheriff that potentially dangerous
subvtancw were in the landfill. The
sheriff called off the probe at that
point, saying; the safety of citlteat
wag the first priority and requesting

" mor? rrpert information about the
disposal area.

In an interview Monday afternoon
with Sheriff V.'ilioa. Ihc Journal-
News 'varnod that owner Skinner
has advised aulhonlies that his

"«r . »..
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Heavy excavating equipment moves down lane Into today after area had been
Skinner landfBI for the start of digging operatloes experts. Jottraal>News Ph

"We've asked for a plal indicating
where the material may exist in the.
dump, but so far none has been'
made available." said Walton.

The sheriff and bis top aides met'
Monday morning with state and
federal EPA officials and the
commander of a detachment from
the U.S. Army Chemical Center in
Maryland, Both Walton and the
environmental specialists requested
the assistance of tht Army
technicians.

"The Army has advised us that
they cannot state with any degree of
certainty that dangerous materials
may not have been buried on this
site several years ago," Walton said.
"And there is some circumstantial
indications that these allegations

ville (now closed) were reportedly
dumped in Skinner's landflu several
yean ago. .

Whea asked whether or not ft mo v*
would be made to close the landfiU.
Walton said such a decision would be
predicated on the "type of material
found in the dump" and the owner's
cooperation "or lack of." .
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